Chapter XXVIII
CATHOLIC ACTION
JL HE Pope, rightly or wrongly, is determined that the
Catholic laity shall be organised to help the Catholic
clergy, and rightly or wrongly, he has teimed the organi-
sation which he requires in each country, "Catholic
Action", This term gives a certain militant touch to the
whole organisation, and aggravates to a possibly un-
necessary extent numbers of people who would otherwise
be quite tolerant about Catholicism. Catholic Action
differs slightly in each country. The Pope, to set an
example, organises his own life very systematically. He
rises early and says Mass every morning at any time
between 6-30 and 7-0, On Sundays and on certain other
occasions, he admits a few visitors to his Mass, in order
that they may receive Holy Communion from the Sover-
eign Pontiff himself. When this takes place he does not
say Mass in his own private chapel, but in one of the
larger chapels, and even sometimes in the Sistine ChapeL
He then has a very light breakfast, and at nine o'clock
receives the Cardinal Secretary of State, Cardinal PacellL
With him he deals with the more important affairs of the
moment.
Next follow audiences for cardinals in residence in
Rome, and the heads of the various departments con-
cerned with the administration of the Church. Then